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Ah, Labor Day!  When no Labor is to be done, and we labor to recall the labor of other Laborers 
past, when working meant more than typing at a computer terminal.  The Nag grew up in 
Pittsburgh, next to the steel mills, and fondly remembers a neighborhood of grimy workers 
(actually, the whole neighborhood was grimy), smoking cigarettes and drinking Iron City beer. 
Yes, growing up in Pittsburgh was hazardous to one's health -- which may explain many of the 
odd behaviors of the Nag. 
 
But, the country is still choking in smoke, some of it from forest fires and some from the fires 
inside boilers to make electricity to keep important buildings like ours fully operational when no 
one is around.  At 12,000 kw-hrs per day (or thereabouts, roughly enough to power 700 - 800 
homes), we are certainly expressing our God-given right to burn as much fossil fuel as we please.  
Is this a great country or what? 
 
So, before you leave for the long, long weekend take a look around your office and turn off 
computers, screens, your printers, speakers, copiers, lights and appliances.  If you really want to 
be a hero and are leaving late today (or Heaven forbid, not until Friday afternoon!) turn off hallway 
and bathroom lights, department printers/copiers and make sure that thermostats are set at a 
reasonable temperature.  If you think your co-workers could survive for 15 minute on Tuesday 
morning waiting for the local drinking water heater/cooler to warm up, ya might unplug those 
humongous (sp?) energy consumers as well and start them up again after the holiday. 
 
The Nag hopes to have energy consumption data for Bldg. 810 (during the past 5 weeks or so of 
nagging) to see if we're having any impact.  The Nag thinks this is the case -- but we'll have to 
see. 
 
Have a great Labor Day weekend! 
 
Al Z. 
 
 
 


